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What started as a personal appreciation of natural 
fibres and the search for the best quality clothing 

by Wrap London’s founder, are now the values 
that guide our fabric choices and their design. 

We believe great clothing is about much more than just 
how it looks on a hanger, how and what it is made of are 
incredibly important. The yarns and fabrics we use in our 

collections are carefully crafted to make garments that feel 
luxurious to wear and will be enjoyed for years to come.

This year we have created our first yearly Material 
Report to look at the natural fibres we use, the 

stories behind them and see how we can improve 
the sustainability of our fabrics even further. 

This is a joint report with our sister brand Poetry 
and, as this is our first report, we started by looking 

at only the materials used in garments.

Natural fabrics are at the 
heart of Wrap London and 

our sister brand Poetry. 
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Materials used / 2022

99.3% 
Natural

Man-made  
Cellulosics 

1.74%
Other

Alpaca 
2.39%Cashmere 

3.62%

Wool 
5.86%

Hemp 
11.37%

Linen 
31.97% 

Cotton 
40.54%

Silk 
1.3%

Other

Synthetics 0.68%
Ramie 0.36%
Other animal fibres 0.17%
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Cotton  41%
Cotton is one of the most frequently used materials in the 
apparel and textiles industry, and is the most used fibre in our 
collections. The innate softness and breathability of cotton are 
hard to match, even the tactile feel of cotton itself is recognised 
as the default standard for great skin comfort.

Cotton is a soft, fluffy staple fibre that grows in a boll, or 
protective case, around the seeds of the cotton plants. The 
cotton we use is grown mainly in India, but also some of it 
comes from China, USA and Turkey. 

Unfortunately growing conventional cotton requires a fair 
amount of pesticides and fertilisers as well as large amounts of 
water which makes cotton a natural fibre with potentially the 
most harmful impact on the people and environment. 

However, it also means that by taking care of how cotton is 
sourced and by choosing better cotton options we can truly 
positively impact communities and the environment. In the 
past couple of years we have chosen to increase the amount of 
organic cotton used in our collections.

Organic cotton
Despite only 0.95% of the world’s cotton being organic1, we 
are proud to say that almost half of all cotton we use in our 
collections is organic cotton.

Organic cotton is grown using less water and less energy than 
conventional cotton and has roughly half the environmental 
impact of conventionally-grown cotton2. It is grown without 
using artificial fertilisers, pesticides or genetically modified 
seeds and therefore not only benefits the environment but also 
the health of farmers and the communities as they and their 
land are not exposed to harsh chemicals.

Our organic cotton is certified either by Textile Exchange’s 
Organic Content Standard (OCS) or the Global Organic Textile 
Standard (GOTS) from fibre to the yarn stage. We are looking 
into extending the GOTS organic garment certification to the 
full supply chain.

Organic 
cotton
46%

Cotton
54%

Almost half of all cotton 
we use in our collections 
is organic cotton.

Cotton
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GOTS: The Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS) is 
recognised as the world’s leading processing standard 
for textiles made from organic fibres. It defines high-level 
environmental criteria along the entire organic textiles supply 
chain, and requires also compliance with social criteria.

OCS: Textile Exchange’s Organic Content Standard (OCS) is a 
chain of custody standard that provides companies with a tool 
to verify that one or more specific input material is in a final 
product. It requires that each organisation along the supply 
chain takes sufficient steps to ensure that the integrity and 
identity of the input material is preserved.

You can find organic cotton in all our hemp and cotton styles as 
well as in most of our cotton knitwear. 

Linen  32%
Around one-third of the fibres we use is linen. In comparison, 
worldwide, linen accounts for only 1% of the global fibre 
market3. Linen is one of the oldest fibres used for clothing and 
we enjoy working with it and keep on finding new ways to use 
it in our collections.

Linen comes from flax (also called linseed) plants that are 
mainly grown in Europe. Almost all of the linen we use comes 
from France. It is a bast fibre meaning that the fibre comes 
from a tall (around 1 metre) stem of the plant. Flax plants are 
resilient and grow very fast. They need very few fertilisers or 
pesticides and easily survive with only rainwater, which makes 
linen one of the most environmentally- friendly of all fibres.

Large amounts of our linen come from one of the largest linen 
yarn manufacturers in the world. They are also leaders in linen 
innovation with a strong sustainability agenda.

Each season we develop new linen fabrics that are unique 
to Wrap London. By changing weave structures and twisting 
the yarns, we create fabrics that have interesting textures 
as well as beautiful drape. The linen fabrics are further 
enhanced by combining yarn-dyed colours and using different 
dyeing techniques.

Organic 
Cotton 

Certification

N/A
3%

GOTS
45%

OCS
52%

Each season we develop 
new linen fabrics that are 
unique to Wrap London.
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Almost all of the linen we use comes from France
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Hemp  11%
Hemp is a very durable and unique fibre (used less than 0.2% 
worldwide) and is one of the oldest fibres to be spun into yarn.

Hemp is a bast fibre that requires almost no fertilisers or 
pesticides, and very little water. The hemp plant is one of the 
fastest- growing plants on earth. Often called a “super fibre” 
hemp is extremely durable, great for the environment and all 
parts of the plant can be used after harvesting.

Our hemp cotton fabric comes from the leading supplier of 
hemp textiles. This vertically integrated company uses hemp 
grown in China and manufactures everything from fibre, to 
yarn, to fabric, to a garment in a single mill that also focuses 
on environmentally- friendly production. 

Currently, we use hemp in combination with organic cotton in 
woven, jersey and corduroy fabrics. Hemp and organic cotton 
fabrics are one of our favourites to design with.

Wool  6%
Wool is our most-used animal fibre, it is a wonderful material 
with great properties. It regulates temperature very well and 
can be used both in warm and cold temperatures.

Wool is grown by sheep and sheared by professionals once 
a year, a process that takes only a couple of minutes. We use 
lambswool, merino and conventional wool. Lambswool is from 
the first shearing of a lamb and is softer than conventional 
wool. Merino wool comes from the merino breed of sheep 
whose wool is incredibly fine. 

The most debated topic in wool production is the mulesing 
practice in merino sheep farming. It is a traditional practice 
carried out by professionals where the skin around the sheep’s 
buttocks is removed to prevent parasitic infections. This 
practice is debatable as it does protect sheep from potentially 
deadly illnesses but does harm the animal temporarily. 
In recent years more research has been done on how to 
effectively avoid the procedure. 

Often called a “super 
fibre” hemp is extremely 
durable, great for the 
environment.

Types 
of wool

Lambswool 10%

Merino  
19%

Wool 71%
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Wool represents only 6% of the materials we use and is sourced 
from multiple suppliers. Some provide mulesing-free wool, but 
not all. We are currently further investigating this topic. 

You can find wool used mostly in our autumn/winter styles, in 
outerwear and in knitwear in combination with cotton, linen 
and other natural fibres. 

Cashmere  4%
Cashmere is one of the most luxurious fibres due to its softness, 
lightness and wonderful feel next to the skin.

All of our cashmere comes from a single supplier. Our 
cashmere comes from goats grazed in Inner Mongolia with 
special care taken of the animal welfare and the farmers. 

The goats graze freely on natural grasslands and are combed 
for the fibre by herders in spring. The softest fibre comes from 
the goats’ winter undercoat. Because of the way cashmere 
goats are grazed and combed it takes a full year of growth in 
four goats to make one sweater – which is why cashmere is so 
expensive4.

Unfortunately, the increasingly high demand for cashmere 
in the market often leads to over-grazing which destroys 
grasslands and creates deserts. It can also eventually lead to 
detrimental effects on the herding communities and cashmere 
production itself as the goats can become malnourished.

To protect natural cashmere sources and the environment we 
firstly respect the cashmere price so suppliers are not driven 
to over-stock herds. We also are using recycled cashmere for 
our products. However, recycled cashmere does not have the 
same quality as virgin cashmere so its use in our collections 
is limited. We also promote cashmere recycling by providing 
a service to our UK customers to send back their cashmere 
clothing to be recycled, free of charge.

Our cashmere comes 
from goats grazed in Inner 
Mongolia with special 
care taken of the animal 
welfare and the farmers. 

Wool 
by country

1 – Australia 83%
2 – China 5%
3 – Peru 3%

1

7654
3

2

4 – Argentina & Uruguay 3%
5 – South Africa 3%
6 – China & Australia  2%
7 – N/A 1%
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Alpaca is an animal fibre that comes from South American camelid animals, similar to llamas.
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Alpaca  2%
Alpaca is one of our most loved fibres. It is an incredibly soft 
and wonderful fibre, one of the noble fibres that is often 
overlooked by mainstream fashion.

Alpaca is an animal fibre that comes from South American 
camelid animals (similar to llamas) that have been bred for 
their beautiful fibre since ancient times. Because of their 
importance in South American indigenous peoples’ lives, 
alpacas were seen as gifts from God – Pachamama.  Similar 
to sheep, alpacas are sheered once a year by professional 
shearers in a procedure that lasts for a couple of minutes. 

All of our alpaca fibres come solely from Peru, and we are 
proud to work with a single supplier who also is a pioneer in the 
alpaca industry. Founded in the 1920s, the company has been 
working with alpaca farmers, fibre and processing for over 90 
years. Last year in partnership with the Textile Exchange they 
created the world’s first ethical alpaca standard.

We use alpaca fibre in combination with cotton, alone or in one 
of our favourite bouclé yarns for our knitwear styles.

Man-Made Cellulosics  2%
In addition to natural fibres that have been used to create 
garments for centuries, we also use viscose which is a 
manmade cellulosic fibre. Although it is manmade, viscose is 
a natural fibre and is made from dissolved wood pulp or other 
plant cellulose. In feel and look it could be compared to a 
combination of cotton and silk. 

Viscose is a renewable and biodegradable fibre, but its 
production process can contribute to deforestation or pollution 
if the wood used is not sourced responsibly.

More than half of our wood-based cellulosic fibres are LENZING™ 
ECOVERO™ viscose. LENZING™ ECOVERO™ cellulose fibres 
are made from wood pulp from responsible wood sources. Their 
production ensures water impact and CO2 emissions are reduced 
by up to 50% compared to other generic viscose. LENZING™ and 
ECOVERO™ are trademarks of Lenzing AG.

We are proud to work 
with a single supplier 
who is also a pioneer in 
the alpaca industry.
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Silk  1%
Although being only 1% percent of all the fibres we use, silk 
is special to us – our very first suppliers back in the day 
specialised in silk production.

Our Mulberry silk comes from Zhejiang Province, China which 
is famous for its high silk quality and is considered to be the 
cradle of silk production in China.

The creation of our silk starts first with silkworms being born. 
They feed solely on mulberry leaves until they increase in size 
and turn white. Then the worms generate a cocoon, which is 
where silk comes from. To get the silk, the cocoons are boiled 
and the cocoon case splits into threads ranging from 300-
900m in length. Then the threads are twisted and dyed to 
create yarn and eventually knitted or woven into fabric.

We love to use plain and also crêpe de chine silk to create 
dresses and tops.

Lyocell fibres are also created to ensure eco-responsible 
production. They are extracted from sustainably-grown wood 
using a unique closed-loop system which recovers and reuses 
the solvents used, minimising the environmental impact of 
production.

We also use modal which is similar to viscose, but typically a 
finer and stronger yarn, and also rayon which is man-made 
cellulose that can be created using other plant cellulose. We 
are continuously looking for ways to phase out conventional 
cellulose from our collections entirely. 

Our LENZING™ ECOVERO™ fabrics are used in lovely dresses 
and blouses.

Our very first 
suppliers back in the 
day specialised in silk 
production.

Types of  
Man-made 

cellulosic  
fibres

Viscose 33%

Rayon 2%Modal 3%

Lyocell 9%

ECOVERO™ 
Viscose 53%
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Our target is 100% 
biodegradable garments
We are proud of what we do. Made of 99.32% 

natural fibres our clothes are already better for the 
environment than most, but there is still a lot more 

we can do to reduce our impact even further.

Our ultimate aim is to produce 100% natural garments 
that are fully biodegradable, but this means everything 

has to be biodegradable – the buttons, the sewing 
thread, the dyes and the labels, as well as the 

fabrics. This is not a quick or easy thing to accomplish 
but, one step at a time, we will make progress.


